20 PREFACE

I am sure that this book, like all merely human books, has mistakes and
oversights, and probably some faulty arguments as well. If T knew where they
were, 1 would try to correct them! Therefore T would be grateful if any interested
readers would send me suggestions for changes and corrections. I do not
guarantee that I can acknowledge every letter, but I will give consideration to the
material in every letter and make corrections where 1 can.

: ;(figiw thanks to the Lorb, for be is good; for bis sceadfast love endures for ever!” (Ps.
18:29).
“Not to us, O Lorp, not to us, but to your name give glory” (Ps. 115:1).

Wayne Grudem
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2065 Half Day Road

Deerfield, Illinois 60015
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Chapter 1
Introduction to Systematic

Theology

What is systematic theology? Why should Christians
study it? How should we study it?

EXPLANATION AND SCRIPTURAL BASIS
A. Definition of Systematic Theology

Wha is systematic theology? Many different definitions have been given, hut
for the purposes of this book the following definition will be used: Systematic
qy is any study that answers the question, “What does the whole Bible teach us
P about any given topic.!

is definition indicates that systematic theology involves collecting and
standing all the relevant passages in the Bible on various topics and then

narizing their reachings clearly so that we know what to believe about each

clationship to Other Disciplines. The emphasis of this book will not
fore be on historical theology (a historical study of how Christians in different

¢ have understood various theological topics) or philosophical theolagy
udying theological topics largely without use of the Bible, but using the tools
thods of philosophical reasoning and what can be known about God from
ving the universe) or apologetics (providing a defense of the truthfulness of
Christian faith for the pu of convincing unbelievers). These three
s, which are worthwhile subjects for Christians to pursue, are sometimes
50 included in a broader definition of the term systematic theology. In fact, some
ideration of historical, philosophical, and apologeric matters will be found at
throughout this book. This is because historical study informs us of the
Sights gained and the mistakes made by others previously in understanding
re; philosophical study helps us understand right and wrong thought forms
on in our culture and others; and apologetic study helps us bring the
hings of Scripture to bear on the objections raised by unbelievers. But these

definition of 3‘;1mtk theology is taken from Professor John Frame, now of Westminster

in Escondido, Califorma, under whom 1 was privileged to study in 1971-73 (at
ter Seminary, Philadelphia). Though it is § ible to acknowledge my indebtedness to him
point, it is appropriate to express gratimde m:t this point, and to say that he has probably
my theological thinking more than anyone clse, y i the erucial areas of the nature
mati and the ine of the Word of God. Many of his former students will
% echoes of his teaching in the following pages, especially in those two areas,




